Worship for Advent 							January 18, 2026
Season of Epiphany

Gathering the beloved community
Good morning, St. Andrew’s!  Welcome to you who are here in person, and welcome to all of you who are joining us online.     

This week thanks to Lawrence, Tristan, (Laura, Brielle, Lark?) on AV, Margaret for the reading, Nicole, and ----- for music.  Thanks to Brenna and her team for children’s ministry, and Jana as always for power points and keeping impractical people like me practical!     And thanks to you for being part of it all!  Thank you.  

Announcements
· Blindman Bible study on Tuesdays, 4:45, at the Blindman taproom.  We’re usually upstairs…  
· Congregational meeting TODAY after worship to consider hiring possibilities following Barbara’s retirement.  We will also open up a zoom link for those of you who’d like to be at the meeting but aren’t here in person.  (how will we work this:  meeting then coffee, or coffee then meeting?)
· Building use announcement:

Sunday morning is one time when we particularly remember that God has moved into the neighbourhood in Jesus Christ. Actually, God’s been in the neighbourhood from the beginning.  This is God’s world, and we are never alone. We live in the light of Christ.  

Because we follow Jesus, because of God’s grace that forms us, we have been drawn into a ministry of reconciliation.  So we acknowledge the land on which our life depends, we recognize with respect the First Nations who have been here since time immemorial, and the Metis and settlers who have followed.  We acknowledge the importance of Treaty 6 in this place, and affirm our call to live with respect in creation, and in right relations with all peoples.  

We also proclaim the heart and beginning of the gospel:  we are all God’s beloved.  We are all of us made in the image of God, and God’s image is lesbian, gay, bi, trans, queer, straight.  God’s image is black, brown, Asian, indigenous.  God’s image is male and female and non-binary.   God’s image is rich, and poor, able-bodied and disabled, young and old, suffering and rejoicing.  We all bear the image of God, and we are all beloved and valued.  So welcome, beloved community.       
Please rise and greet those around you; introduce yourself if you need to!  And wish each other the peace of Christ.  

Opening Hymn: 135 MV Called by earth and sky 
	
Story and theme introduction			 
 We have decided, I think, that we will do a bit of a project this year, in worship.  We’re going to look at what we think are some of the most important stories and passages in the Bible – stories, poems, teachings that we want all of us to know.  The toplist.  It’s actually going to be hard for us to narrow it down: we’re going to do a brainstorming session tomorrow night right here, 7pm, if any of you want to join us and get your two bits in.  

But I thought that the story of Adam and Eve was pretty sure to get into the mix, so I thought we’d start there.  

Before I do, though, I want to say this:  Adam and Eve never REALLY existed.  The story of Adam and Eve is a type of story that we call fable.   That’s a pretty controversial thing to say in some places – does that bother anyone here?  The Bible, as we see it I think, contains many different types of literature.  It’s more a library than a book.  There’s poetry, legal stuff, there’s parables, history, fables, sermons, letters…  I think that the story of Adam and Eve is a fable because there are talking animals in it, trees with symbolic names and magical powers, God walking in the garden in the cool evening breeze…  

Anyway:  here’s the basics of the story.  Once upon a time, in the beginning, God created a garden, and he made two earthlings, Adam and Eve, to be the gardeners.  He said to them, I’ve put all sorts of fruit trees into the garden, and you can eat whatever fruit you want – except this one tree: the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  Don’t eat that one: you’ll die.  
Can you guess the rest of the story?  

Well, apparently the snake loved to create trouble.  He came up to Eve and convinced her that she and Adam wouldn’t die if they ate that fruit, they’d become wise. Like God!  And oh, the fruit looked good, and if it made them wise, well… why not?  So Eve ate some, and gave some to Adam, and of course he ate it.  

And then, oh, my gosh!  After they had eaten, they looked up and noticed:  we’re naked!  And then, oh,no, they heard God walking in the garden and thought, “we’re in trouble!”  So they hid.  And God called for them, and eventually found them, and looked at them.  “Why are you acting so funny?  Did someone tell you that you should be ashamed of being naked?   NO.  YOU DIDN’T EAT… DID YOU EAT THE FRUIT OF THE TREE I TOLD YOU NOT…  YOU DID!”  And Adam said, “her fault, she gave it to me.”  And Eve said, “Snake’s fault, he tricked me.”  (Does any of this seem familiar?)  And God had to send Adam and Eve out of the garden, because there was another tree there, the Tree of Life, and if they ate THAT fruit, they’d live forever.  And God did not want THIS to go on forever.  

A couple of things we get out of this story.  One is that good and evil are in all of us. That means you’ll never, in this life, be perfect.  It also means that even in the worst of us, there’s still some goodness.   But the other thing I think we should pay attention to are the consequences of eating that fruit:  hiding from each other, blaming each other, and being ashamed.  Hiding, blaming, and being ashamed.  Watch out for those!  They keep coming up, in every life.  These are things in us that need healing, and a lot of the rest of the gospel is about healing those things.  

Song:  79 MV Spirit, open my heart     


Listening for the Word of God

[bookmark: _Hlk203039979]Scripture: Genesis 2:15 – 3:13						Margaret 
NRS Genesis 2:15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, "You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die." 18 Then the LORD God said, "It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as his partner." 19 So out of the ground the LORD God formed every animal of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. 20 The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the man there was not found a helper as his partner. 21 So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22 And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. 23 Then the man said, "This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one shall be called Woman, for out of Man this one was taken." 24 Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh. 25 And the man and his wife were both naked, and were not ashamed. 3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God say, 'You shall not eat from any tree in the garden'?" 2 The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; 3 but God said, 'You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.'" 4 But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not die; 5 for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 8 They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, "Where are you?" 10 He said, "I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself." 11 He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?" 12 The man said, "The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate." 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this that you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent tricked me, and I ate."

Sermon:  What we’re made of…

Hymn:  178 MV Who is my Mother?  

Our response in trust and faith
Offering 
Dedication song:  191 MV What can I do?

Prayers of thanksgiving and intercession
This Sunday, we’ll use the same prayer pattern as last Sunday.  I commend the prayer of loving kindness to you as something to practice in your own personal practice.  

In silence, let us think about those for whom we would like to pray: 
· Those in your own circle of family and friends
· Those in this community of faith, and in the communities surrounding us.  Folks you know.  
· Political leaders with whom you disagree.  How can you pray constructively for them?
· Those in places of war or unrest
· Those throughout the world, including here in our own province, who are denied human rights, and those, like indigenous peoples throughout the world, who have the playing field tipped against them.
· Business decision makers. 
· The world itself, in times of climate change and mass extinction.
I invite you to choose one or two people, or groups, to pray for when we use the word “you.”  And in this time I invite us to pray the prayer of lovingkindness, because it seems to me at least to be the right prayer for this time.  First we pray for ourselves, then we pray for someone else – it could even be an enemy, because if an enemy is truly healed, they probably won’t be as much of an enemy – using the word “you” and then we expand our prayer to cover all created beings.  We’ll go through the cycle twice.  

May I/you/all beings live, in Spirit and in truth.
May I/you/all beings be delivered from evil.
May I/you/all beings be healed.
May I/you/all beings be whole.
May I/you/all beings be at peace.  

And we gather all our prayers into that one prayer Jesus taught us, as we sing together:  
Parker Palmer’s version, music by Chellan Hoffman and Steve Miller


Hymn:  896 VU Blest are they…  


We Go Forth to Be a Blessing

Blessing
We are mixtures of stardust and Spirit, 
Earth and the breath of God.  
We know good and evil, all of us – 
So we are never perfect, and always worthy.  
We mess up, we blame, we try to hide.  
But God knows us, God sees us, every one, 
And God loves us.  
So go into your week, knowing that just as you are, God loves you. 
And just as you are, God also loves through you.   AMEN. 

Sung Blessing: 298 VU When you walk from here…  
	

